HISTORICAL  INTERPRETATION   OF  LITERATURE

that a Commissar turned critic was unmistakably a
Commissar still; and what a foreigner cannot accept in
Trotsky is his assumption that it is the duty of the
government to take a hand in the direction of literature.

This point of view, indigenous to Russia, has been
imported to other countries through the permeation of
Communist influence. The Communist press and its
literary followers have reflected the control of the
Kremlin in all the phases through which it has passed,
down to the wholesale imprisonment of Soviet writers
which has been taking place since 1935. But it has
never been a part of the American system that our
Republican or Democratic administration should lay
down a political line for the guidance of the national
literature. A gesture in this direction lately on the part
of Archibald MacLeish, who seems a little carried away
by the eminence of his position as Librarian of Con-
gress, was anything but cordially received by serious
American writers. And so long as the United States
happily remains a non-totalitarian country, we can very
well do without this aspect of the historical criticism
of literature.

Another element of a different order has, however,
since Marx's time been added to the historical study
of the origins of works of literature. I mean the psycho-
analysis of Freud* This appears as an extension of some-
thing which had already got well started before, which
had figured even in Johnson's Lives of the Poets, and
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